Photoe a (Th e) 


WABASH VALLEY PRESS CLUB 


SALUTES KENNETH W, MARTIN 


Tonight the Wabash Valley Press Club proudly salutes our own 
Kenneth W. Martin, Terre Haute's best known photographer. 


Ken's distinguished career began in 1924, when he joined the 
family firm, Martin's Photo Shop, which his father, Frank J. Martin, 
established in 1906. 


Ken and his wife Margaret closed the studio about two years ago, 
and have been living a life of relative leisure since then. 


Though he has worked in various areas of professional photography 
(including making travelogs), his work has been primarily in com- 
mercial, industrial and press. He's received many, many awards for his 
outstanding achievements. 


In his more than 50 years in photography, Ken has come in contact 
with people from all walks of life, and his knowledge of Terre Haute 
and its people is immense. If he ever decides to write a book...! 


Ken is a charter member of the Press Club and served as vice 
president. He belongs to several civic organizations and his professional 
memberships are numerous. 


He was a bit apprehensive about tonight's program (modest and 
unassuming man that he is) but his unfailing courtesy and other great 
traits overcame that natural reluctance. He's entered into the spirit, 
and has prepared slides taking us back to memorable moments in the 
community, as recorded in Photos by Martin. 
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THe MARTIN PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION: 


DRESERVING A 


Unversity 8 PORTRAIT 


UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


Marth DHOTOCRADH COLLECTION 


University ARCHIVES + INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


The Martin Photograph Shop, located in Terre Haute on Wabash 
Avenue for 70 years, was recognized as one of the finest portrait and 
commercial studios in the region. In 1976, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Martin donated approximately 35,000 photographic prints and 
negatives to Indiana State University. This collection is a diverse and 
uniquely complete pictorial record of Indiana State from the 1920s 
to the 1970s. 

The Martin photographs document more than 50 years of growth, 
social activities, events, sports, and personalities which comprise the 
history of Indiana State University. The collection contains portraits, 
informal groups, news and sports photos, campus scenes, Home- 
coming and Commencement photos, and a wide variety of candid 
shots. 

The Martin Photograph Shop provided the photography for the 
Sycamore Yearbook and recorded most campus events for many 
years. The University Archives relies heavily on the historical record 
contained within the Martin photographs to visually present the 
history and heritage of Indiana State University and the community 
it serves. Now housed in the University Archives, the Martin 
Photograph Collection comprises an unique “family album” for 
Indiana State University. 

Thanks to the hard work and generosity of the Martin family, the 
University possesses one of the most comprehensive institutional 
photograph collections in the country. 


J. Thomas Brown 
University Archivist 


Supported by an 


Indiana Heritage Research Grant 
A joint effort of the Indiana Historical Society È 
and the Indiana Humanities Council 


INDIANA HERITAGE RESEARCH GRANT 
Tre MARTIN DROTOCRADE COLLECTION: PRESERVING A University PORTRAIT 


The University Archives at Indiana State University has received a grant from the Indiana Humanities Council and 
Indiana Historical Society to assist with the preservation of the Martin Photograph Collection. 

The project is designed to arrange and preserve the Martin Photograph Collection at Indiana State University. During 
the 1991-92 grant period, Project Archivist Mary-Margaret Byerman Bowles will arrange and inventory the collection and 
provide necessary preservation of prints and negatives by re-housing materials in acid-free, archival quality sleeves and 


folders. The project will also begin planning for cataloging the collection in an automated data base capable of producing 
a printed list of the entire collection. 
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No. 37612 Four Tennis Players, July 22, 1946. 


Tennis players on the Indiana State Teachers College court are (L-R): Ralph Berry, Gerry Penman, and Bill Veach. 
They are photographed by Carolyn Gillis (far right). Published in the Tribune-Star, August 25. 1946. 


DHOTOGRADPH PRESERVATION 


The contemporary photograph is a 
fragile chemical emulsion affixed to a 
sheet of paper, easily damaged by dirt, 
light, heat, cold, and moisture. Always 
store your photographs in a manner 
which will minimize damage and em- 
ploy a mounting/exhibit method which 
can be “undone” if necessary. 


e Photographs and negatives require a 
stable environment with minimal fluc- 
tuations. Avoid damp basements and 
hot attics. The ideal temperature range is 
65-70 degrees with a relative humidity of 
35-45 percent. 

e Secure storage would involve placing 
the photograph in a properly labeled 
acid-free envelope or sleeve. Avoid mark- 
ing with ink. If you must mark the 
photograph, use pencil to label the outer 
edge of the back side. 

e All adhesives and fasteners will dam- 
age a photographic print. Avoid glues, 
rubber cement, adhesive tapes, marking 
pens, staples, paper clips, and adhesive 
album pages. 

e Use a mat when framing photographs. 
Do not let the photograph touch the 
glass. Ideal framing conditions would 
include acid-free matting and tinted glass. 
e A photograph will fade, so avoid 
direct exposure to intense light. Color 
photographic prints are particularly un- 
stable and prone to fading with time. 
Consider duplicate black and white 
prints. 

e Be considerate of the future. Proper 
identification of photographs should 
include complete names or subjects, 
dates, events, and places. Your descen- 
dants and future historians will thank 
you. 


Indiana State 
University 


